BEYOND BOUNDARIES – THE FSPA TEACHING APPROACH

The FSPA Teaching Approach was developed after significant research in student achievement. 

Beyond Boundaries Basics

· Provide a safe, caring, discovery-based environment

· Insure student needs for optimal learning:

  
Autonomy – “I am the origin of decisions that affect me.”

Relatedness – “I am part of a community.  What I do affects others.”

Competence – “I relish a challenge as long as I see potential for success.”
Teacher as “Guide from the Side”

FSPA instructors are moving from a teacher—directed to a teacher-guided/student-centered teaching model. They encourage students to set individual goals and be responsible for achieving them.  In general, instructors
· Talk less

· Ask more – questions provide an opportunity for the student to think carefully about what they are doing. They take this skill home where their practice becomes more productive.
· Non-judgmental descriptive feedback – sentences begin with “I noticed….” or “I heard…”rather than “That was great” or “That was awful…play it again”.  
The Beyond Boundaries approach has shown significant results. Student achievement is consistent with or surpasses previous achievement levels. Students are more active, goal-oriented and responsible learners. When they go on to pursue music and/or dance at the college level, not all choose performance programs. Many choose related fields such as choreography, arts education, arts administration, and sound engineering.
